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Niels Tørsløv   Director ,Traffic Department 

Technical and Environmental Administration,  
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88 km 2 

550.000 inhabitans  

1000 new inhabitans every month 

Healthy economy 

Average age 35 
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All trips to work and education  
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50% 

30.000  

68% 

10% 

1:1  

32% 





Niels Jensen 

USA autumn 2009 

Morning peak 
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2011 New government presenting themselves to the Queen … 

R-ministre lod bilen blive hjemme 

R-ministre lod bilen blive hjemme 

 

1

0 



Ecometropolis  - The World Best City for Cycling  
 

1. 50% bicycle share of all trips to work 
and school in Copenhagen 

 (2010: 35 %)  
 
2. Relative to 2005, the number of 

seriously injured cyclists will fall by 50%. 
 (2005: 118 seriously injured cyclists) 
 
3. At least 80% of Copenhagen cyclists feel 

safe in traffic 
 (2010: 67%)  

 



Vision on mobility 
• World’s best city of cyclists 

• More effective and green mobility 

• Support economic growth 

• Carbon neutral city by 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Metro - next ? 





1

5 

Annually Investments in cycling 

 
App. GPB 10 millions  

App. GPB 18 per citizen   



And investing works! 
 

18% 

15% 

150% 
55% 
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In Copenhagen: 

”When a person chooses to cycle - this is a gain for 

society of DKK 1.22 per cycled kilometre.  

Conversely, society suffers a net loss of DKK 0.69 per 

kilometre driven by car.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Cowi A/S & City of Copenhagen, 2009 

Cycling and public health  
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8 Net health impact:  

4.72 DKK per KM 

1.7 billion DKK per year 



 

Why do Copenhageners cycle? 

 

”Quick, easy, convenient”      88 %  

”Exercise”         32 % 

”Cheap”         29 % 

”Environmentally friendly”        9 % 

 



Fewer 

missing links 

Cycle Super 

Highways 

Contraflow cycling on 

one-way streets 

 Travel  

time 



Comfort   

Good bicycle parking 

New city- and commuter  

bike system 

Good and comfortable cycle tracks  

 - all year round 



 City life 





Cycle Super 

Highways 

 

 

The first cycle super highway  

(the Albertslund route) opened 

April 14th 2012 







Give Us a Hint! 
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Appreciative Design 



”Dejlig cykelvej - mere af den slags” 

”Broen er en genistreg” 

”Tak for en lækker bro” 

”Fantastisk cykelsti-system - derfor 

tager jeg ikke bilen” 

”Total lækker tur” 

”Smuk tur, flere broer ønskes” 



 ”Green Wave” Through Traffic Lights 

Niels Tørsløv  

City of Copenhagen 

Cycling - a lifestyle choise 



                                                Launch in summer 2013                (www.gobike.dk)  
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http://gobike.dk/
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Not just romance … 





Is there a reason to be concerned ? 
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Crucial variables in the cycling safety debate  

The linkage between cycling, safety and health 

The ”safety in numbers” effect 

The strong underreporting bias in cycling  crash statistics 

The lack of adequate exposure data 
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Cycling, safety and health are indissociably 
linked 
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Health-reducing 

Crashes 

Air pollution 

Health-improving 

 

Exercise 



Cycling, safety and health are indissociably 
linked 
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Health-reducing 

Crashes 

Air pollution 

Health-improving 

 

Exercise 

Source: abl and de Nazelle, 2012 

Health Improvement 

• Exercise = €1 310 

• Reduced pollution (society) = €33 

 

Health Reduction 

• Pollution exposure(individual) = -€19 

• Crashes = € - 53  

Balance of monetised health impacts  

for an individual switching from car to cycle commuting 2x5km/day, 5 days/kk, 46 wks/year  

Cycling safety key messages at      www.internationaltransportforum.org 

 

http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/
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Recipe : 

 

 

 

Personal political dedication is crucial 

Personal dedicated leadership in the administration is crucial 

 

Build a showcase - testing and experimenting are the vitamins for 
real changes 

Take specially care of intersections and crossings 

 

Choose signature projects that communicates the idea of a human 
scaled city  

Aestetics matters ! If it doesn´t feels right - it won´t work…. 

 

Provide credible documentation and ongoing monitoring  

Make investments for the next cyclist 
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Thank you 

 

www.cycling-embassy.dk 


